CHAPTER VI
INDIA

RETURNING to India after three years* absence, I could
not fail to note the changes that have taken place in that
short interval of time, though on the surface the country
at first sight appeared unaltered.   India is always a land of acute
contrast, where wealth and poverty exist side by side, where
religion or caste or colour dominate all relationships and where the
different elements of the population are separated by a gulf so
wide and so deep that there is practically no crossing.

During those three years nationalism had spread rapidly. It
was no longer true to affirm that the movement was limited to a
small minority of educated and interested Indians and that the
rest of the population remained indifferent. On the contrary its
spirit had penetrated to most parts of the continent. With
certain extremists a misconception of Nationalism had led too
often to violence and crime. Amongst the multitude it may not
have been more than a vague yearning after an ill-defined ideal,
that is to say the first awakening of Nationhood, To-day it is
not confined to India alone for the whole Far East lies to-day
under the spell of Nationalism but India is Asia's barrier-reef
and the tide runs strongest there.

Both England and India in their mutual relationship have a
good deal to remember, much to forget and not a little to forgive*
Yet their collaboration in the past has been successful, England's
material effort has been vast. India's loyalty beyond all praise*
There have been mistakes and misunderstandings on both sides
but India without England to-day would have been in a state of
chaos and England without the collaboration of the Indians
would not have been in India at all Is this to be forgotten ?
The constant menace of Communal unrest is retarding the
solution. If the Government has hesitated to launch the ship of
India upon its voyage toward Dominion Status it has been
perhaps less owing to want of goodwill than to the fear of dissen-
sions among the crew and consequent shipwreck. No Govern-
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